Welsh Assembly Coalition

Because of the proportional representation system that is used to elect members to the National Assembly for Wales it is possible for a coalition government to be formed. In the eight year history of the National Assembly for Wales it has had two coalition Governments. The first coalition was in the first assembly between 1999 and 2003. The Labour Party didn’t manage to win a majority of 30 or more seats out of a possible 60. Because of this Welsh Labour, who had 27 seats, formed a coalition with the Welsh Liberal Democrats who held 3 seats to create a majority.
 Welsh Labour succeeded in winning a majority in the 2003 election and so the First Minister Rhodri Morgan held government for four years without needing support from any of the other parties. 
When the results of the 2007 election came out it was clear that none of the parties had succeeded in forming a majority and so for over eight weeks there was a lot of negotiation between the four major parties in order to come to an agreement to form a Government. After much talking between all the parties Welsh Labour and Plaid Cymru came to an agreement and formed a coalition Government with Labour’s 26 seats and Plaid Cymru’s 15 seats creating an overall majority of 41 seats out of a possible 60.
 A coalition Government of course has massive impact on the structure of the cabinet as it creates a struggle between the both parties as to who gets which department. (See cabinet structure update for more information.) Many people are happy with this situation because in their opinion a coalition Government better reflects the wishes of the people while others are unhappy with the situation because it means in their opinion Wales has a weaker Government which is less capable of passing laws and making decisions. Either way, because of the electoral system it is highly likely there will be many more coalitions in Wales in the future; the coalition is something Welsh politicians will have to get used to.
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