Welsh Assembly Cabinet

When the Welsh Assembly was formed in 1999 it formed a cabinet in order to form the Government’s policies. The cabinet of the Welsh Assembly Government at present has 10 members. These members all have different responsibilities. The current cabinet positions are; the First and Deputy Minister, the Minister for Health, the Council General and Leader of the House, the Minister for Social Justice and Local Government, the Minister for Sustainability and Housing, the Minister for Finance and Public Service delivery, the Minister for Children, Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills, the Minister for Rural Affairs and the Minister for Heritage. When the Assembly first began it did not have the power to initiate primary legislation but since the Governance of Wales Act in 2006 (http://www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts2006/ukpga_20060032_en_1) it now has the power to legislate in some areas (although this is still subject to the veto of the secretary of state or parliament.) Since the Governance of Wales Act in 2006 the job of a Cabinet Minister has become much more important.
 The Cabinet is lead by the first minister (the leader of the party which holds the most seats in the assembly) who is supported by a deputy. From 2007 cabinet members have come from both Welsh Labour and Plaid Cymru because the two parties have formed a coalition in order to have a majority (see document on coalition.) When Welsh Labour and Plaid Cymru formed this coalition they created the ‘One Wales Document’ (http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/bsp/hi/pdfs/27_06_07_onewales.pdf) which outlines what the new government hopes to achieve over the next 4 years. Achieving the ‘One Wales Document’ is the work of the cabinet members over the next 4 years. Each member has responsibility to make sure that the area that he or she is responsible for in the ‘One Wales Document’ becomes law.
 In order for the cabinet members to do their work more effectively they hold committees and sub committees. The cabinet minister and members of the assembly who do not hold a cabinet post are a part of these committees and sub-committees. This allows for the cabinet minister to hear from a range of different people from different parties, different ages and of a different political perspective what should become law and what shouldn’t. At times people from outside the Assembly might be asked to come and give advice, support or evidence to a committee, this is done so as to gain expertise and also to gain an understanding of the public opinion. By holding committees and sub-committees the cabinet members are held accountable for the work that they are doing.
It is possible to access cabinet agendas, minutes and papers here:

http://new.wales.gov.uk/about/cabinet/CabinetMeetings/?lang=en and to access committee agendas, minutes and papers here: http://new.wales.gov.uk/about/cabinet/cabinetsubcommittees/?lang=en and  sub-committee agendas, minutes and papers here: http://new.wales.gov.uk/about/cabinet/cabinetsubcommittees/previous/?lang=en  
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