TAKING OUR PLACE UPDATES

- THE BONFIRE OF THE QUANGOS
The main development to have taken place since 2004 and the publication of Taking Our Place is the so called ‘bonfire of the quangos’ with significant implications for chapter 7.

Specifically on April 1st 2006 the Welsh Development Agency, Elwa and the Welsh Tourist Board ceased to exist as Assembly Sponsored Public Bodies and were absorbed into Assembly departments, prompting a reconfiguration of departments with implications for chapter 6 (page 105).

The Welsh Development Agency and Welsh Tourist Board were absorbed into the Economic Development and Transport Department whose name then became the Enterprise, Innovation and Networks Department. 

Elwa, meanwhile, was absorbed into the Education and Lifelong Learning Department whose name has become Education, Lifelong Learning Department and Skills Department.

- NEW ASSEMBLY DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE

The full list of Assembly Departments in the aftermath of the April 1st 2006 - updating page 105 - is:  

· Office of the First Minister 
· Public Services and Performance 
· Local Government and Culture 
· Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills 
· Health and Social Services 
· Enterprise, Innovation and Networks 
· Environment, Planning and Countryside 
· Social Justice and Regeneration 
- NEW ASSEMBLY SUBJECT COMMITTEES

Given that subject committees relate to the Assembly Departments, the reconfiguration of Departments impacts the Assembly’s committee structure:

· Culture, Welsh Language and Sport 

· Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills (from 1 April 2006) 

· Enterprise, Innovation and Networks (from 1 April 2006) 

· Environment, Planning and Countryside 

· Health and Social Services 

· Local Government and Public Services 

· Social Justice and Regeneration 

· Panel of Chairs 

